
H o r i z o n s
Volume 4, Issue 9 -  November 19, 2021

     On Wednesday, November 10th, Bretton Woods and Pines 
Elementary schools had beautiful outdoor assemblies to honor 
our Veterans.  On Friday, November 12th, Forest Brook held their 
assembly to honor our Veterans.
      Each school took the time to honor all of the service people 
and veterans that attended.  Bretton Woods acknowledged those 
that couldn’t attend by providing a star for each family member 
on which they could list the names of people that they would 
like to recognize.  Also, their campus and hallways were adorned 
with American flags and patriotic bunting.  All of the students 
and staff also wore red, white and blue colors or patriotic cloth-
ing.  Students also enjoyed various activties led by their teachers.
      At the Pines Elementary School, prior to their big “Honor Our 
Veterans” event, flags were “planted” on the grounds of Pines ES 
for veterans and families to enjoy.  Donations were made to Unit-
ed Veterans Beacon House.  Tom Mooney, a US Army Vietnam 
Veteran who is a current officer of the American Legion Post 833 
VFW 10810 in Smithtown, was their guest speaker.  Many guest 

ELEMENTARY STUDENTS THANK OUR VETERANS FOR THEIR
SACRIFICE, BRAVERY, AND THE EXAMPLE THEY SET FOR US ALL

veterans who were family/friends of 
Pines students were in attendance.  
Each veteran was presented with 
a patriotic flower and card.  Fifth- 
grade students sang patriotic songs. 
It was a beautiful and heartfelt cere-
mony loved by all!
     At Forest Brook Elementary School, 
students were happy honor the vet-
erans in attendance, but also to be 
visited by Congressman Lee Zeldin 
who is also a Veteran and Assembly-
man, Michael Fitzpatrick.
     We thank all of our Veterans who 
attended the ceremonies, and those 
who were unable to attend, for their 
service.  Here are some beautiful, 
and patriotic photos.
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Pictured l-r are:  Brigid Villareale, Assistant Superintendent for 
Business and Operations; Dr. Tim McCarthy, Assistant 

Superintendent for Curriculum, Instruction and Technology; 
Congressman Lee Zeldin; Dr. Donald Murphy, Superintendent; 

Dr. Kristen Reingold, Principal and 
Assemblyman Michael Fitzpatrick
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PINES ELEMENTARY SCHOOL CELEBRATES THEIR SRP’S
(SCHOOL RELATED PROFESSIONALS)

     The Pines Elementary School celebrated another delightful SRP Day on Tuesday, November 16th, 
and they enjoyed a day filled with breakfast and lunch goodies, notes of appreciation and lots of LOVE. 
The three 2021 Pines Honorees were Anne Nicholls, Debra Downs and Tom Burke. These are a few 
excerpts from their framed letters:

     “Anne - Anne does it all! From getting you a sub, to keeping track of where everyone is, training days, 
meetings or watching your class for you; and if you need a shoulder to cry on, she’s always there with 
a sympathetic ear and the kindest heart.  Anne is the best!”

     “Deb - Always on the Go! We always enjoy seeing Debbie throughout The Pines in various “top of 
the agenda” moments!  Sorting grade level tee-shirts, rushing to cover someone that needs help, Secret 
Pal friends; truly you never know where you’ll see Debbie lending a hand and always with a smile on 
her face and a quick joke!”

     “Tom - NO CALL UNANSWERED! Never is there a moment when Tom leaves you without an answer; 
to lend a hand or offer advice! A total “stand up” and just a very kind person. He’s the best thing that 
ever happened to the Pines! Every school needs a Tom!” 

 

Anne Nicholls, Michele Giachetti (standing in for Tom Burke), 
and Debra Downs



     Saturday, November 13th was World Kindness Day and Bretton Woods commemorated this day in 
a special way with a tribute to our beloved teacher, colleague and friend, Rachel Quinn, who passed 
away tragically and unexpectedly along with her unborn child in June of this year.    
     As anyone that knew Rachel would understand, she aspired to be an example of kindness every day, 
to everyone she met.  Her husband, Nate, is keeping her spirit alive by creating a foundation to support 
underprivileged children.  

BRETTON WOODS STUDENTS HONOR 
BELOVED TEACHER WHO WAS A 

SHINING EXAMPLE OF KINDNESS BY “ROCKING IT”

     To help honor her memory, on Fri-
day, November 12th, Bretton Woods 
held a district-wide jeans day, with all 
the proceeds going to Nate’s founda-
tion.  Students and staff across the dis-
trict wore Rachel’s favorite color, PUR-
PLE, on this day.   They celebrated this 
day by calling it “Bretton Woods Rocks 
Kindness Day.”  A memorial tree was 
planted by Rachel’s 4th grade class 
last year after her passing.  A beautiful 
stone was donated by her family.  
     For “Bretton Woods Rocks Kindness 
Day,” students and staff created a rock 

path and garden around the memorial with rocks painted by them with words of love and kindness 
(thanks to Cathleen Syska, their art teacher who led the project!).  All BW students and staff placed their 
rocks on the path or garden outside, to become part of a beautiful tribute to a beautiful soul.    
     This tribute to Rachel will serve as a daily reminder to everyone who enters the school grounds that 
we should always seek to treat others (and ourselves!) with kindness and compassion.
     Here are some beautiful photos of the event.
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 Mr. and Mrs. Battaglia
 (Rachel’s parents), 

Danielle Sukoff 
(Rachel’s co-teacher) 

Reanna Battaglia (Rachel’s sister), 
Nate Quinn (Rachel’s husband),
and George Gagliardi, Principal

Rachel Quinn’s former 4th-Grade Class
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HIGH SCHOOL COMMITTEE RECOGNIZES NOVEMBER AS 
“GRATITUDE MONTH”

     The Hauppauge High School Committee for Social and Emotional Learning, along with the Choose 
Love Movement, recognizes November as “Gratitude Month.” According to positivepsychology.com, 
being mindful about expressing gratitude has myriad benefits, such as: increased personal happiness, 
psychological well-being, improved self-esteem and improved relationships with others. 
     In this spirit, the committee would like to extend our deep and sincere thanks to our incredible com-
munity for the support you have shown to our schools, students, teachers and staff throughout the 
previous eighteen months. We have been through so many challenges together and have been there 
for each other to mourn our losses and celebrate our victories. We couldn’t have managed any of this 
without your ongoing support.
     Throughout the month, High School staff and students will be challenged to be intentional about 
giving thanks to the people in their lives that have helped them in some way. We want to extend this 
challenge to our entire community! We encourage you to go out of your way to thank the people in 
your lives for the kindnesses they have done for you, and to pay that gratitude forward by doing kind-
nesses for others. Perhaps this looks like sending a personalized note or email to a teacher who has 
helped you or your children or doing a random act of kindness to give someone the opportunity to 
thank you. There are many ways to show thanks and just as many people who deserve to be thanked. 
How will you show gratitude this month?  

By:  Joel Sidwell
       German Teacher and Advisor for 
       GSA (Gender & Sexuality Alliance)



     This year, Bretton Woods continues to participate in the 
“Choose Love For Schools” program.  As you all may recall, 
they adopted this program last year in an effort to address 
the social and emotional needs of our students, and pro-
mote their academic and personal success.  
     This past Wednesday, November 17th, was “Courage 
Day” at Bretton Woods!  Once again, our students ac-
cessed a social, emotional learning experience this month 
on courage.  All staff and students were invited to wear 
RED for courage as they continue to build their social emo-
tional skills!
     Here are some photos of our “courageous” students!

BRETTON WOODS STUDENTS CELEBRATE
“COURAGE DAY”

 George Gagliardi 
Principal 



CONGRATULATIONS HAUPPAUGE-SMITHTOWN
GIRLS SWIM TEAM

     Congratulations to the Hauppauge-Smithtown Girls Swim Team and diver, Emma Casey, on their 
recent victories!  The team won the Suffolk County Swimming and Diving Championships recently.       
Great job!



FRENCH STUDENTS AT THE HIGH SCHOOL CELEBRATE
“NATIONAL FRENCH WEEK”

     Last week was “National French Week!”  Students 
studying French at the high school had an opportunity 
to learn about the positive impact French culture has on 
the world.  they shared some fun French facts with the 
elementary schools and got to enjoy a classic French des-
sert, crêpes!
     Here is a great photo of Hauppauge’s French students 
with French teacher, Simone Pavlides!
     



HIGH SCHOOL SOPHOMORE EARNS ALL-COUNTY
AND MVP IN VARSITY GYMNASTICS!

     Congratulations to high school sophomore, Allie Tonry!  Allie com-
peted this season in Varsity Gymnastics and qualified for the Counties!  
She had to be in the top 30 of Suffolk County to qualify to compete.  She 
was also named MVP!
     Allie has competed on the Varsity team since she was in 8th grade.  
This is her second time competing at the Counties. 
     Congratulations to Allie and her coach, Amanda Hemp!  Here are 
some photos of Allie and of the team.
    

Allie Tonry

High School Varisty Gymnastics Team
with Coach Amanda Hemp



PINES ELEMENTARY SCHOOL CREATES 
UNIQUE STAIRCASE

     As part of the Pines SEL initiative, staff created a “Kindness Staircase.”  As the students head up-
stairs, they can read the “kindness message” clearly displayed on each step.
     This is a nice reminder that kindness can occur anywhere and anytime!  Here is a lovely photo of 
some of the Pines students on the kindness staircase.



FOREST BROOK’S STUDENT GOVERNMENT HOSTS
THANKSGIVING DRIVE

     Forest Brook’s Student Government hosted a Thanksgiving Food Drive from November 8th -15th.  
Students were asked to donate non-perishable food items for families in need.  In addition, students 
were asked to do a chore at home and earn one doller and then donate their dollar to the Thanksgiving 
Food Drive.  
     With everyone’s generous food dona-
tions, 22 boxes were filled with non-per-
ishable food items.  In addition, with the 
$311 that was collected, supermarket gift 
cards were purchased for families in need.  
     Forest Brook’s Student Government 
would like to wish everyone a very happy, 
healthy, and memorable Thanksgiving!



HIGH SCHOOL SENIOR IS A 
“COCA-COLA SCHOLAR” SEMIFINALIST

     Congratulations to high school senior, Varsha Saravanan, who has been announced as a “2022 Co-
ca-Cola Scholar Semifinalist!” 
     The “Coca-Cola Scholars Foundation” selected 1,617 students from over 68,000 applicants across the 
country to continue in the competition based on their “academic excellence, leadership, and service 
demonstrated in school and community activities.”
     The next step in this process is for the semifinalists to submit their applications to be reviewed by the 
Program Reading Committee.  After this review, 250 students will advance as Regional Finalists, with 
150 becoming “Coca-Cola Scholars” and receiving a $20,000 college scholarship!
     This program is a joint effort of Coca-Cola bottlers across the country and is the largest corpo-
rate-sponsored, achievement-based scholarship program in the United States.  With the addition of the 
2022 class, the “Coca-Cola Scholars Foundation” will have provided more than 6,600 Coke Scholars 
nationwide with over $78 million dollars in scholarships over the course of 34 years.  
     Congratulations, Varsha, on this awesome achievement!  
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